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The COVID-19 pandemic creates 
unique learning situations for our students. 
The district is grateful to our faculty and 
staff for their dedication and commitment 
to providing meaningful educational 
experiences to our students. We are also 
proud of our students and families for their 
resiliency and ability to easily adapt to our 
newly designed learning environment. 

Superintendent of Schools John C. 
McNamara said, “As a district, we may not 
return to pre-March 12 overnight, but our 
team of educators successfully built a new 
normal for our students which includes 
remote learning, social distancing, mask-
wearing, temperature checks and ways in 
which to connect with one another safely 
and effectively.” He continued by saying, 

“In effect, we have all learned to navigate a 
redesigned instructional landscape that will 
help us face challenges in the months ahead, 
and we are ready for whatever comes our 
way.” 

Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 
Dr. Marc Ferris said he is proud of our 
entire community for stepping up during 
these challenging times. “Our teachers and 
administrators needed to become creative, 
innovative and extremely thoughtful about 
how to teach our children under these 
conditions, something that will serve all 
of us well now and long after this crisis is 
over.”    

In addition, the district is proud to 
announce that Wantagh High School 
was recognized as a 2020 National Blue 

Ribbon School by the U.S. Department 
of Education for its effective school 
leadership and instructional practices. More 
information about this prestigious honor is 
detailed later in this newsletter. 

Also in this edition of What’s New 
in Wantagh, readers will learn about a 
number of tools the district is utilizing to 
support instruction during the pandemic. 
A new learning management system called 
Schoology, the reworking of instructional 
space to accommodate continuity of 
learning, social-emotional support and 
the impending return to extracurricular 
activities and sports are all a part of the plan 
to acclimate students and faculty to the new 
normal.   

Redesigning Education

National Blue 
Ribbon Status 
for Wantagh 

High School, see 
page 4.



Social-Emotional Support 
A New York State directive emphasizes the 

importance of social-emotional support for faculty, 
students and staff. Each school identified “helpers” 

after students and faculty watched a video about mental 
health awareness, resources and when to reach out to 

individuals needing assistance. Every student completed 
a survey to assess their social-emotional needs, and using 
criteria, individuals who needed assistance were identified.  
Additionally, Wellness Wednesdays take place each month 
to shine a light on the importance of mental health. Each 
month focuses on a topic, such as self-care in September, 

and elementary and secondary students are given targeted 
activities by their teachers. COVID Mental Health 

Coordinators Nicole Braithwaite and Iris Kline explained 
that Wellness Wednesdays deliver the message that 
mental well-being is of the upmost importance and 

should be an ongoing conversation among 
educators and students.

Schoology is the district’s new 
online learning platform, which is 

being utilized while school is in session 
and in the event of school closures, allowing 

consistency of teaching and learning. This inte-
grated learning management system provides course 
management, mobile learning and systemwide com-

munication and allows teachers, students and parents to 
stay connected.  

Through Schoology, students can submit homework 
assignments, manage a digital planner, participate in 
interactive discussions, receive announcements and 
take assessments. The virtual learning environment 

organizes all educational tools and applications 
in one location so that students and faculty 

avoid having to navigate several win-
dows, as was required by Google 

Classroom. 

Reworking Spaces 
The reworking of instructional 

space allows the district to 
accommodate in-school learning. 

•  The elementary PTAs have funded  
the reconstruction of courtyards to accommodate 

instructional space.
•  Tents have been erected for additional  

classroom space and outdoor eating.
•  The middle school gymnasium was converted  
to a cafeteria. The sixth grade cafeteria is being 
utilized as a classroom to accommodate a larger 

group of students.
•  Desk shields provide additional protection.

•  Students are provided  
opportunities to learn outside.

 
Continuity of 

Learning
•  Students in grades K-6 attend 

in-person instruction every day; grades 
7-12 utilize a hybrid model of instruction.

•  Five percent of students are remote 
learners. Additional teachers have been hired to 

teach our remote students.
•  Installed webcams allow grades 7-12 teachers 

to engage virtual learners in classroom 
instruction and for in-person students to 
conference with peers learning online.

•  Teachers were provided headsets  
for better communication with  

in-person and online 
 learners. 

Extracurricular Activities  
and Sports:

•  Section VIII High School sports will resume 
starting in January. The winter sports season will 

take place Jan. 4-Feb. 26, with fall sports scheduled for 
March 1-April 2 and spring sports scheduled for  

April 22-June 14. 
•  Prior to the sports seasons, the district will roll out a 

conditioning schedule for athletes, one cohort at a time. There 
will be no competitions, and all conditioning will take place 

outside and with students spaced 12 feet apart.
•  The district is considering virtual school plays for middle school 
and high school thespians. Individual sections of a play rehearsal 

will be taped and eventually incorporated into a “film.”
•  Small group orchestra and band lessons require students to 

sit 12 feet apart. This year’s annual New York State School 
Music Association All-State Conference is virtual.   
•  Clubs are being held virtually, and participation 
is timed so that students can log on from home 

after school is finished for instruction and to 
accommodate students commuting from 

in-person learning.

Navigating a New Instructional Landscape
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For a second time, Wantagh High 
School was recognized as a National 
Blue Ribbon School, as announced on 
Sept. 24 by the U.S. Department of 
Education. The high school was an early 
honoree in the 38-year-old program as a 
1997-98 Blue Ribbon School. 

Superintendent of Schools John C. 
McNamara said he cannot be prouder 
of the high school faculty, staff and 
students. “The National Blue Ribbon 
Schools program recognition is a 
fine testament to the relentless work, 
exemplary commitment and community 
collaboration in ensuring that students 
graduate ready to embrace 21st-century 
learning and become productive 
members of society,” he said.

The National Blue Ribbon Schools 
recognition program is part of the 
U.S. Department of Education’s larger 
effort to identify public and nonpublic 
elementary, middle and high schools 
whose educational programs have 
demonstrated effective school leadership 
and instructional practices. According 
to the U.S. Department of Education, 
Wantagh High School was nominated 
by New York State as an Exemplary 

High Performing School, having met 
performance targets in reading (or 
English language arts) and mathematics 
and other academic indicators 
(attendance and graduation rate), 
including state assessment or nationally 
normed participation rates of at least 
95%. 

Board of Education President Adam 
Fisher noted that the ingredient that 
assisted the high school in garnering 
Blue Ribbon status lies in community 
support and collaboration. “The 
Wantagh community’s deep commitment 
to providing a multitude of innovative 
and interesting instructional and co-
curricular offerings makes Wantagh 
High School one of the nation’s supreme 
educational institutions,” he said.  

“We are so proud of the students, 
teachers and administrators at Wantagh 
High School for once again being 
awarded the National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence,” Assistant 
Superintendent for Instruction Dr. Marc 
Ferris said. “Wantagh High School is a 
caring, safe and academically outstanding 
learning environment for our students 
because of the hard work, dedication and 

commitment of our teachers and staff. 
I feel fortunate to be a part of such an 
outstanding learning community.”

As a symbol of its recognized status, 
Wantagh High School will receive an 
engraved plaque and a National Blue 
Ribbon Schools flag. The National 
Blue Ribbon Schools awards ceremony 
is scheduled for Nov. 5-6 in National 
Harbor, Maryland. 

Principal Dr. Paul Guzzone noted 
that Blue Ribbon School status places 
Wantagh High School on the list of the 
nation’s most prestigious schools. “I am 
extremely proud and honored to lead 
this school community which prioritizes 
excellence in education and affords 
students opportunities to succeed in all 
areas,” he said. “I join the community 
in celebrating this momentous 
achievement.” 

Board of Education President 
Adam Fisher said, “It is a privilege to 
congratulate Wantagh High School 
students and staff for the extraordinary 
work that not only places the school 
on a national stage, but which prepares 
students for successful careers and 
purposeful lives.”
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